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‘Lettie’s River Run’ attracts hundreds to Amherst’s Jensen Center

The first ever “Lettie’s River Run and Fall Fun Festival” attracted hundreds of people to the Lettie W. Jensen Community Center in Amherst on Saturday, Oct. 13.

The event was headlined by a competitive 5K run that awarded prizes to the top three finishers in more than a dozen different age categories for both males and females. The overall winner in the male division was Timothy Olson of Amherst, who broke the 18-minute barrier with a time of 17:57. The first female finisher was 12-year-old Paige Skorseth of Baldwin, Wis., who completed the race with a time of 22:31.

The 120 runners who participated in the race ran a course that began and ended in front of the Jensen Center and crossed the Tomorrow River twice as it wound its way through the scenic Amherst countryside. A non-competitive 5K walk, which followed the same route, attracted another 80 people.

The 5K Run/Walk was just part of the Jensen Center’s first-ever “Fall Fun Festival,” which also included food stands, live music, arts and crafts, pumpkin decorating, face-painting, kayak rides on the nearby Mill Pond, children’s games and numerous other activities. 

Along with the Jensen Center, other primary sponsors of the event were Ministry Health Care and Saint Michael’s Hospital, Revel Sports, Delta Dental and ThyssenKrupp Waupaca, Inc. All proceeds from the event will benefit activities at the Lettie W. Jensen Community Center in Amherst.

Organizers of the run and festival said they were delighted with the enthusiastic response to the event.

“We’re thrilled,” said Dennis Cook, president of the Jensen Center’s Board of Directors. “For a first-time event, the response was overwhelming. It was great to see that many people here. Everyone had a really good time, and the weather was perfect.”

Cook said the “Lettie’s River Run and Fall Fun Fest” will “definitely become an annual event at the Jensen Center.”
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Twelve-year-old Paige Skorseth of Baldwin, Wis., was the top runner among all females in the 5K run.

Timothy Olson of Amherst, who competed in the 20-to-24-year-old division, was the overall winner among the male runners.

The 5K Run/Walk was part of the first-ever “Fall Fun Festival” at the Jensen Center. The event, which attracted hundreds of people, included numerous activities for people of all ages.

